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International filing date (day/montlt/year) 
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Applicant 
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1 . Transmittal of the translation to the applicant 



□ The International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation of the international preliminary report on 
patentability (Chapter I). 

The Internationa] Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation of the international preliminary report on 
patentability (Chapter II). 

2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the designated or elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been transmitted to the following designated or elected 
Offices requiring such translation: 

EP, KR 

The following designated or elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time, will receive copies of that 
translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AE, AG, AL, AM, AP, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ EA 
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TM.TN. TaTT^UA.UG.US.UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW ' ' 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Office(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter II). 

It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned within the 
applicable time limit (Rule 74.1). See Volume H of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter II of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 

NOPCT-38 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Form PCT/IPEA/416 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/017851 



International filing date (day/nwiuh/year) 

01.12.2004 



Priority dale (day/month/year) 
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International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
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This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 8 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. 1^3 (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 2 



sheets, as follows: 



□ 



□ 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or 
sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative 
Instructions). 

Z7i sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes beyond 
-Ji the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Supplemental 
Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 



_____ _____ ' containing a sequence listing and/or tables 

related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see 
Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 
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Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/017851 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

I" I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language * 

*— J which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation wider Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 
1-15 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 
nos. 1,3,4 

nos.* 

nos.* 

nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

sheets fig. 1-3 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



□ 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

^3 the claims, nos. __2 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

\X\ the description, pages 1 

l^^l the claims, nos. 1,3,4 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 



Claims 1 / 4 



Claims 



Claims 1 / 3 , 4 



Claims 1 / 3 , 4 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP 4-2222 65 A (Asahi Chemical Industry Co., 
Ltd.), 12 August 1992, claims; paragraphs 
[0001] and [0020]; and the examples 

Document 2: JP 11-335955 A (Toray Industries, Inc.), 07 
December 1999, claims; paragraphs [0019], 
[0022] and [0044]; and the examples 

Document 3: JP 9-254 69 A (Nagoya Oil Chemical Co., Ltd.), 
28 January 1997, claims and paragraphs 
[0002] and [0035] 



Claim 1 

Documents 1 and 2 



(1) Document 1 discloses a nonwoven fabric obtained by 
forming a plurality of holes in a piece of long-fiber 
nonwoven fabric by means projections with a diameter of 
0.05 to 5.00 mm (the claims), and goes on to indicate 
that the long-fiber nonwoven fabric is a spun-bonded 
nonwoven fabric (the examples) . Therein, document 1 also 
indicates that the nonwoven fabric obtained in this 
manner exhibits superior bulk characteristics, superior 
flexibility characteristics, and superior tenacity and 
elongation characteristics (paragraph [0020] and the 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

examples) . 

The description of the present application presents 
examples wherein the holes were formed by means of 
needles with a maximum thickness of 1 mm, while the 
invention disclosed in document 1 comprises holes that 
were formed by means of needles with a diameter of 0.05 
to 5.00 mm, as is indicated above; therefore, the 
invention set forth in claim 1 and the invention 
disclosed in document 1 can be considered to have holes 
of similar sizes . 

Furthermore, the invention disclosed in document 1 
exhibits superior bulk characteristics, superior 
flexibility characteristics, and superior tenacity and 
elongation characteristics, as is indicated above; 
therefore, given the configuration and the 
characteristics of the invention in question, it is 
thought that said invention will also exhibit superior 
elastic constriction characteristics . 

Such being the case, the configuration of the 
invention set forth in claim 1 of the present application 
is substantially the same as the configuration of the 
invention disclosed in document 1. 

Consequently, the invention set forth in claim 1 
lacks novelty and does not involve an inventive step. 



(2) Document 2 discloses a nonwoven fabric obtained by 
subjecting a spun-bonded nonwoven fiber to a needle 
punching process (the claims and the examples) , and 
further indicates that the abovement ioned nonwoven fabric 
exhibits superior elastic constriction characteristics 
(paragraphs [0019] and [0044]). 

Given the conventional meaning of the term "needle 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

punch, " the needle punching process in the invention set 
forth in claim 1 of the present application can be said 
to be similar to the needle punching process in the 
invention disclosed in document 2. Furthermore, the 
needle punching process employs needles, and thus 
nonwoven fabrics that have been subjected to a needle 
punching process can be considered to have holes. 
Therefore, the nonwoven fabric disclosed in document 2 
can be considered to have holes. 

Such being the case, the configuration of the 
invention set forth in claim 1 of the present application 
is substantially the same as the configuration of the 
invention disclosed in document 2. 

Consequently, the invention set forth in claim 1 
lacks novelty and does not involve an inventive step. 



Claim 3 

Documents 1 to 3 



(1) Document 1 indicates that the nonwoven fabric 
disclosed therein is used as an interior finishing 
material (paragraph [0001]), but does not mention 
impregnating said nonwoven fabric with a thermosetting 
resin. However, nonwoven fabrics impregnated with a 
thermosetting resin are well known, as disclosed in 
document 3 (the claims and paragraphs [0002] and [0035]), 
and document 3 also indicates that nonwoven fabrics 
impregnated with a thermosetting resin are useful as 
interior finishing materials. Therefore, it would have 
been easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive of 
applying the technical feature disclosed in document 3 in 
the invention disclosed in document 1 and impregnating 
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the nonwoven fabric disclosed therein with a 
thermosetting resin; furthermore, the effects that result 
therefrom cannot be said to be significant. 

Consequently, the invention set forth in claim 3 
does not involve an inventive step. 



(2) Document 2 indicates that the nonwoven fabric from 
the invention disclosed therein is used as a vehicle 
finishing material or a carpet, etc. (the claims and 
paragraph [0044]), and also indicates that said nonwoven 
fabric has been impregnated with a synthetic resin 
(paragraph [0022]); however, document 2 does not mention 
impregnating the nonwoven fabric with a thermosetting 
resin. On the other hand, nonwoven fabrics impregnated 
with a thermosetting resin are well known, as disclosed 
in document 3 (the claims and paragraphs [0002] and 
[0035]), and document 3 also indicates that nonwoven 
fabrics impregnated with a thermosetting resin are useful 
as interior finishing materials or flooring materials for 
vehicles. Therefore, it would have been easy for a person 
skilled in the art to conceive of applying the technical 
feature disclosed in document 3 in the invention 
disclosed in document 2 and impregnating the nonwoven 
fabric disclosed therein with a thermosetting resin; 
furthermore, the effects that result therefrom cannot be 
said to be significant. 

Consequently, the invention set forth in claim 3 
does not involve an inventive step. 
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Claim 4 

Documents 1 and 2 

Document 1 (paragraph [0001]) and document 2 (the 
claims and paragraph [0044]) both indicate that the 
nonwoven fabrics disclosed therein can be used as 
interior finishing materials or as flooring materials, 
and in the pertinent technical field it is considered to 
be common practice to attach a nonwoven fabric that is 
used as an interior finishing material or the like to the 
surface of a base material in the form of a surface 
material. Such being the case, documents 1 and 2 can be 
considered to substantially disclose the feature of 
attaching the inventions disclosed therein to the surface 
of a base material in the form of a surface material, 
even though the documents in question do not explicitly 
mention the feature in question. 

Consequently, the invention set forth in claim 4 
lacks novelty and does not involve an inventive step. 
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Supplemental Box 

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: 

Box 1.4 



(1) The Description 

The amendments that add the phrase "the nonwoven 
fabric impregnated with a synthetic resin is provided 
with a number of holes by means of a needle punch" to the 
disclosures in the description go beyond the scope of the 
disclosures in the international application as 
originally filed, 

(2) The Claims 

The amendments that add the phrase "the nonwoven 
fabric impregnated with a synthetic resin is provided 
with a number of holes by means of a needle punch" to the 
disclosures in claim 1 and claims 3 and 4, which cite 
claim 1, go beyond the scope of the disclosures in the 
international application as originally filed. 
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